
This study is downloadable for free at: 
www.ChristmasTruth.info



·"Christmas /' krismes/ n. (also Christmas Day) annual 
festival of Christ's birth, celebrated on 25 Dec. 
[Old English: related to Christ, Mass] "  
- Christmas, The Oxford Dictionary of Current English

·"An annual church festival (December 25) and in some 
States a legal holiday, in memory of the birth of Christ, 
often celebrated by a particular church service, and 
also by special gifts, greetings, and hospitality."

- Christmas, Webster Dictionary
(http://www.webster -dictionary.net/definition/Christmas)



·You would have to be living under a rock to have not heard 
of Christmas.  It is celebrated across the globe by Christians 
and non-Christians alike. 

·Traditions and celebrations vary and are influenced greatly 
by a person's nationality, culture and religious background. 

·However, a few things I've noticed are fairly common 
during this winter festival:

·Celebrating the Birth of Jesus 

·Putting up and decorating a Christmas Tree

·Decorating Homes, Churches, Schools, Workplaces, etc.. 

·Exchanging gifts, going to parties, spending money, etc..



"Aren't we forgetting the true meaning of Christmas? 
9ÏÕ ËÎÏ×ȣ ÔÈÅ ÂÉÒÔÈ ÏÆ 3ÁÎÔÁȢΉ  - Bart Simpson



·I'm certain most people don't believe in Santa Claus 
(at least not anymore), and some don't include him in 
their Christmas celebrations. 

·However, even casual research confirms that there's a 
few things that have come to be associated with 
Christmas that really have nothing to do with the birth 
of Jesus. 



ȰLet's put Christ back in Christmasȱ 
and

ȰJesus is the Reason for the Seasonȱ 

are just some of the slogans Christians have come up 
with over the years to combat the secularization and 
commercialization of Christianity's biggest holiday.  



·The following quote shows the frustration some 
Christians feel:

"As a devout Christian, I am alarmed at the way a few 
people are trying to take Christ out of Christmas and 
)ȭÍ ÃÁÌÌÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÁÌÌ ÆÅÌÌÏ× #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ Á ÓÔÁÎÄȢȰ

- Yes, let's DO put Christ back into Christmas!, 
by Russell King, Dec 16, 2009
(http://www.streetprophets.com/story/2009/12/15/223334/86 )



·The primary goal of this whole Christmas celebration 
(at least from a Christian point of view) is to bring 
honour and glory to Jesus for what He came to earth to 
accomplish.  

·If this is really the case, then we should at least take a 
step back every once in a while to see if we are, in fact, 
doing what Jesus wants us to do. 



·You don't need a Ph.D. to figure out that lying to your 
children year after year about Santa Claus isn't exactly 
something Jesus would promote.  On the contrary, it is 
clearly taught in the Bible that lying is wrong.  It's even 
one of the 10 commandments (Exodus 20:16).  

·The point of this presentation is to figure out exactly 
how much of this celebration of Christ's birth that we 
call Christmas actually falls in the category of 
acceptable worship to God and to Jesus Himself. 



·Let us start off with the origin of the word Christmas:

"The word for Christmas in late Old English is 
CristesMaesse, the Mass of Christ, first found 
in 1038, and Cristes-messe, in 1131"

- Christmas, Catholic Encyclopedia

(http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03724b.htm)

·The word "Christmas" is just a contraction of "Christ's 
Mass" or "Mass of Christ", which was a special Catholic 
Mass to celebrate Christ's birth.  

·I wonder if Christmas Eve communion services in 
protestant churches today also stem from this practice?



Ή4ÈÅ #ÁÔÈÏÌÉÃ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÎÇ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÂÉÒÔÈ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ 
Á ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ -ÁÓÓ ÏÎ Ȱ#ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓȭ %ÖÅȟȱ ÔÅÃÈÎÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÓÐÅÁËÉÎÇ ÉÓ Á 
contradiction, since the Mass for Catholics is a re-
ÅÎÁÃÔÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÓÁÃÒÉÆÉÃÅȢ Honoring #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÂÉÒÔÈȟ ÂÙ 
re-enacting His atoning sacrifice, obscures the significance 
of His birth."

- The Meaning, Celebration and Date of Christmas, 
by Dr. SamueleBacchiocchi, p.2

·Ok, so they didn't pick the best name for the holiday.  It's 
not that big of a deal for most people. Christmas has the 
×ÏÒÄ Ή#ÈÒÉÓÔΉ ÉÎ ÉÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔΈÓ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔȟ ÒÉÇÈÔȩ  

·Let's continue...



"While most countries celebrate Christmas on December 25 each year, 
some Eastern Orthodox national churches...  celebrate the Great Feast 
of the Nativity on January 7... On the other hand Armenian Apostolic 
Church celebrates Christmas on January 6."

- Christmas (subheading: Orthodox churches), Wikipedia

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas)

"by the end of the third century Christmas in Rome was held on 
December 25, which coincided with a major pagan feast, while in the 
Eastern churches it was observed on January 6. The Armenian Church 
has maintained that ancient tradition to this day, whereas the Greek-
speaking Christian world switched to the Latin tradition at the end of 
the fourth century."

- Christmas, The Armenian Church

(http://www.armenianchurch.net/worship/christmas/index.html)



·Right off the bat, we see that there's already some sort of 
discrepancy regarding the dates that are observed.  

·Most of the world celebrates Christmas on December 25th 
on our standard Gregorian calendar. 

·The Eastern Orthodox churches also celebrate it on 
December 25th, but on the traditional Julian Calendar, 
which falls on January 7th on our standard Gregorian 
calendar. 

·Then there's the Armenian Church that still celebrates 
Christmas on January 6th, claiming that the date was 
changed to December 25th in the late 4th century.

·Let's try to find out which date is actually the correct one.



"Christmas is an annual Christian holiday commemorating the birth of 
Jesus Christ.  It is celebrated on December 25, but this date is not 
known to be Jesus' actual birthday"  

- Christmas, Wikipedia,  (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas)

"There was no consensus among third and fourth century scholars as to 
the birthday of Jesus. Different scholars gave many different dates.  It 
seems that January 6th was one of the more popular choices during 
that time period."  

- #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓȟ ÂÙ 2ÉÃÈÁÒÄ 2ÉÖÅÓȟ ÁÕÔÈÏÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÏË Ȱ4ÏÏ ,ÏÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÕÎȱ

(http://www.toolong.com/pages/christmas.htm)

Ȱ)ÎÅØÐÌÉÃÁÂÌÅ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÉÔ ÓÅÅÍÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÔÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ɏ-ÅÓÓÉÁÈȭÓɐ ÂÉÒÔÈ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ 
ËÎÏ×ÎȢ 4ÈÅ 'ÏÓÐÅÌÓ ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅ ÎÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙ ÎÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈȟȱ 
- The New Catholic Encyclopedia, vol. 3, p. 656.



"The month and day of Jesus' birthday is also unknown. However, we 
can be fairly certain that it was not DEC-25"

- When was Jesus born?,  by B.A. Robinson 
(http://www.religioustolerance.org/xmas_date.htm)

"The Bible itself therefore hints strongly at the falsehood of Yeshua's
birth occurring on, or even near December 25 as this would be during 
Kislev/Tebeth, the dead of winter. "

- The Messiah's True birth date, by Hilke Dokter

(http://www.members.shaw.ca/hdokter/birth.htm)

"it is important to note that the date of December 25 is totally devoid of 
Biblical meaning and is grossly inaccurate as far as the actual time of 
#ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÂÉÒÔÈȢΉ  

- The Meaning, Celebration and Date of Christmas, 
by Dr. SamueleBacchiocchi, p.15



"Based on the biblical passages that record the nativity story and 
related events, many scholars reject December 25 as the date when 
Jesus Christ was born. The Bible appears to indicate that Jesus was 
most likely born in late September; however, December 25 has become 
so entrenched as Christmas Day that it will likely never change."

- Date of the Birth of Jesus Christ, by Ronald G Falconberry, 

(http://biblestudies.suite101.com/article.cfm/the_birth_of_jesus)

Ȱ!ÎÄȟ ÁÓ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÓÈÅÐÈÅÒÄÓ ÈÁÄ ÎÏÔ ÙÅÔ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÈÏÍÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÆÌÏÃËÓ ɏ×ÈÅÎ 
Christ was born in Bethlehem], it is a presumptive argument that 
October had not yet commenced, and that, consequently, our Lord was 
not born on the 25th of December, when no flocks were out in the 
fields; nor could He have been born later than September, as the flocks 
were still in the fields by night. On this very ground the nativity in 
December should be given up. The feeding of the flocks by night in the 
fields is a chronological fact . . . See the quotations from the Talmudists 
ÉÎ ,ÉÇÈÔÆÏÏÔȢȱ
- Adam Clarke, Commentary, Vol. 5, p. 370.



"There is no contemporary evidence of the exact date of Jesus' birth."

- Jesus, Wikipedia, (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus)

·Unfortunately, there does not seem to be any evidence that either 
December 25th or January 6th was actually the day that Jesus was 
born on. 

·The biblical account of the nativity is silent regarding the date and 
most scholars agree that the exact date of Jesus' birth is not known.  

·Furthermore, the probability of Jesus being born on either 
December 25th or January 6th is slim to none, making us wonder 
how they came up with those dates in the first place.  

·Let's try to find out when the celebration of Jesus' birth first began.



Ȱ4ÈÅ ÆÁÔÈÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÉÅÓ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÓÐÅÁË ÏÆ ÁÎÙ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ 
observance of the nativity. No corresponding festival was presented by 
the Old Testament ... the day and month of the birth of [the Messiah] 
are nowhere stated in the Gospel history, and cannot be certainly 
ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÅÄȟȱ 
- Christmas, Cyclopediaof Biblical, Theological and Ecclesiastical 
Literature, by Rev. John McClintock and James Strong, p. 276.

"In the first two centuries of the Church, Christmas was not a feast day.  
None of the lists of feast days compiled during that time include 
Christmas"  
- Why is That in Tradition?,  by Patrick Madrid.  p. 176

"Christmas was not among the earliest festivals of the Church. Irenaeus
and Tertullian omit it from their lists of feasts"

- Christmas, Catholic Encyclopedia, 
(http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03724b.htm)



"There is no historical evidence that our [Savior's] birthday was celebrated 
during the apostolic or early post-apostolic times," 
- The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopediaof Religious Knowledge, 
"Christmas," p. 47.

"There is no record of a December 25th celebration of the birth of Christ in 
Rome earlier than 336.  In Constantinople, no record of a celebration before 
378.  In Alexandria, not before 400; and in Jerusalem, not before 425. "

- Christmas, by Richard Rives, author of the book Ȱ4ÏÏ ,ÏÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÕÎȱ

(http://www.toolong.com/pages/christmas.htm)

"There are no indications that during the first two centuries the early 
ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÅÖÅÒ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅÄ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÂÉÒÔÈȢ 4ÈÅ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ×ÉÄÅÌÙ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅÄ 
was the death and resurrection of Jesus at the annual Passover."

- The Meaning, Celebration and Date of Christmas, 
by Dr. SamueleBacchiocchi, p.7



"Indeed, it is admitted by the most learned and candid writers of all 
parties that the day of our Lord's birth cannot be determined, and 
that within the Christian Church no such festival as Christmas was 
ever heard of until the third century, and that not till the fourth 
century was far advanced did it gain much observance."  

- The Two Babylons, Alexander Hislop, p. 92-93

"So again Origen had evidently some similar thought before him 
when he insists that "of all the holy people in the Scriptures, no one 
is recorded to have kept a feast or held a great banquet on his 
birthday. It is only sinners (like Pharaoh and Herod) who make great 
rejoicings over the day on which they were born into this world 
below" (Origen, in Levit., Hom. VIII, in Migne P.G., XII, 495)."

- Natal Day, Catholic Encyclopedia,  
(http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10709a.htm)



"The day [Christmas] was not one of the early feasts of the 
Christian church. In fact the observance of birthdays was 
condemned as a heathen custom repugnant to Christians" 
- The American Book of Days, George W. Douglas,  p. 658.

·Once again, there is no record of Jesus, the apostles or even 
the early Christian church ever celebrating such an event.  

·What is even more interesting is that the mere observance 
of birthdays in general was considered a heathen custom.  

·So that begs the question, when did people start 
celebrating the birth of Jesus and how did they come up 
with the dates that we have (Dec 25 and Jan 6)?



"The December 25th birthdate ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÎȟ ÎÏÔ Á ȰÒÅÁÌ 
ÐÅÒÓÏÎȟȱ ÒÅÖÅÁÌÉÎÇ ÉÔÓ ÕÎÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌÉÔÙ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
true nature of the Christian godmanȢ Ȱ#ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓȱ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ 
incorporated into Christianity until 354 AD/CE. In reality, there is 
ÎÏ ÅÖÉÄÅÎÃÅȟ ÎÏ ÐÒÉÍÁÒÙ ÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÓÈÏ× ÔÈÁÔ Ȱ*ÅÓÕÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 
ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȢȱΉ
-The Christmas Hoax: Jesus is NOT the "Reason for the Season", 
by AcharyaS. and D.M. Murdock
(http://www.stellarhousepublishing.com/christmas.html)

"The adoption of the 25th of December for the celebration of 
Christmas is perhaps the most explicit example of Sun-×ÏÒÓÈÉÐȭÓ 
influence on the Christian liturgical calendar. It is a known fact 
that the pagan feast of the dies natalis Solis Invicti ɂthe birthday 
of the Invincible Sun, was held on that date."
- The Meaning, Celebration and Date of Christmas, 
by Dr. SamueleBacchiocchi, p.23



"A feast was established in memory of this event [Christ's 
birth] in the fourth century. In the fifth century the Western 
Church ordered it to be celebrated forever on the day of the 
old Roman feast of the birth of Sol, as no certain knowledge 
of the day of Christ's birth existed." 

- Christmas, EncyclopediaAmericana (1944 edition), 

"in [C.E.] 354, Bishop Liberius of Rome ordered the people to 
celebrate on December 25. He probably chose this date 
because the people of Rome already observed it as the Feast 
of Saturn, celebrating the birthday of the sun. Christians 
honored Christ in-stead of Saturn, as the Light of the world," 
- Christmas,  The World Book Encyclopedia(1962), p. 416.



"Prior to the celebration of Christmas, December 25 in the Roman 
world was the Natalis Solis Invicti , the Birthday of the 
Unconquerable Sun. This feast, which took place just after the 
winter solstice of the Julian calendar, was in honor of the Sun 
God, Mithras."  
- Celebrations: The Complete Book of American Holidays 
by Robert J. Myers

"In the Roman Empire, Mithra became associated with the sun, 
and was referred to as the Sol Invictus, or unconquerable sun.  
The first day of the week -- Sunday -- was devoted to prayer to 
him.  Mithraism became the official religion of Rome for some 
300 years.  The early Christian church later adopted Sunday as 
their holy day, and December 25 as the birthday of Jesus."
- The Philosophies and Religions of the Roman Empire, by Dr. C. 
George Boeree, (http://webspace.ship.edu/cgboer/romanempire.html)



"... that date of the pagan festival for the birthday of Helios, 
December 25, was taken over by Christians for the birthday of 
the Christ."   
- The Harvest of Hellenism, by F.E. Peters (New York, 1970) p.443

"Why, we may ask, did the Church choose December 25 for the 
celebration of her Founder's Birth? No one now imagines that 
the date is supported by a reliable tradition; it is only one of 
various guesses of early Christian writers. As a learned 
eighteenth-century Jesuit has pointed out, there is not a single 
month in the year to which the Nativity has not been assigned by 
some writer or other. The real reason for the choice of the day 
most probably was, that upon it fell the pagan festival just 
mentioned [the birthday of the unconquered Sun]."   
- Christmas in Ritual and Tradition, Christian and Pagan, 
by Clement A. Miles, p.22


